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None of this should be controversial. This is
all common sense, or at least should be, to
those who want to help more Americans to
vote.

| urge my colleagues to pass this bill.

RECOGNIZING AND HONORING
EDDIE MANFORD BUFFALOE, SR.
ON THE OCCASION OF HIS RE-
TIREMENT FROM LAW ENFORCE-
MENT

HON. GK. BUTTERFIELD

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 1, 2017

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Mr. Speaker, | rise to
honor and recognize my constituent and
friend, Officer Eddie Manford Buffaloe, Sr. as
he retires from seventeen years of honorable
service as a courtroom bailiff for District and
Superior Courts in Northampton County, North
Carolina. The past seventeen years as a
courtroom bailiff is but a part of a long and
storied career in law enforcement that
spanned more than half a century.

Officer Buffaloe was born in Northampton
County in Gumberry, North Carolina on June
3, 1931. He was one of ten children born to
the former Geneva Brooks and Eddie Bruce
Buffaloe. He attended Northampton County
Training School in Garysburg, North Carolina
which was recognized as a “Christian Institu-
tion for Negro Youths of Both Sexes.” Fol-
lowing graduation, on December 5, 1951 at
age 20, Eddie Buffaloe enlisted in the United
States Army.

He served on active duty for two years be-
fore transferring to the Army Reserve where
he served an additional five years. After nearly
seven years of military service, Eddie received
an Honorable Discharge and returned to his
Northampton County home.

It was in 1961 that Eddie’s law enforcement
career commenced when he volunteered as a
Special Deputy with the Northampton County
Sheriffs Department where he worked the
night shift. In 1965, Officer Buffaloe became a
full time Deputy Sheriff with the Northampton
County Sheriff's Department. His love of law
enforcement compelled him to learn every-
thing he could about his work.

Officer Buffaloe participated in and com-
pleted significant training at the Northampton
County Law Enforcement Officers Training
School, United States Treasury Department’s
Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms division; Roa-
noke-Chowan Training Center; and the Univer-
sity of North Carolina at Chapel Hill.

In 1991 at the age of 70 and after sixteen
years with the Northampton County Sheriff's
Department, Officer Buffaloe was appointed
Chief of Police for the town of Rich Square.
He honorably and faithfully protected the resi-
dents of Rich Square and led his department
for eight years. During his service as Police
Chief, in June of 1996, Chief Buffaloe was
tragically shot by a citizen during a domestic
dispute but he recovered and continued serv-
ing the people of that community until his re-
tirement in 1999. Always driven to serve oth-
ers, he embarked on yet another career in
public service by serving as a courtroom bailiff
for District and Superior Courts in North-
ampton County.

From 1999 until 2016—17 years—Officer
Eddie Buffaloe kept the peace when court was

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

in session. He served as a bailiff under three
different elected Sheriffs and is now ready to
enjoy his hard earned retirement.

At every step along his storied life, Police
Chief Eddie Buffaloe, Sr. was accompanied by
his wife the former Ruth Langford. The two
were married on January 4, 1959 and just re-
cently celebrated their 58th wedding anniver-
sary. Together, they had three sons—Anthony,
Deon, and Eddie Jr. who followed in his fa-
ther's footsteps in law enforcement and now
serves as Chief of Police in Elizabeth City,
North Carolina.

Mr. Speaker, Chief Eddie Manford Buffaloe,
Sr. has dedicated his entire adult life to public
service. | ask my colleagues to join me in rec-
ognizing the dedication and selflessness dis-
played by Chief Buffaloe over a more than 70
years first as a soldier, then as a volunteer
Special Deputy, Deputy Sheriff, Police Chief,
and finally as a courtroom bailiff. While Chief
Buffaloe is deserving of far greater accolades
from a grateful public, my colleagues in the
United States House of Representatives join
me in expressing our sincere appreciation for
Chief Buffaloe’s hard work and sacrifice.

RECOGNIZING FAMILIES IM-
PACTED BY THE NATIONAL
OPIOID EPIDEMIC

HON. ANN M. KUSTER

OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 1, 2017

Ms. KUSTER of New Hampshire. Mr.
Speaker, | rise today to include in the RECORD
the personal stories of families from across
the country that have been impacted by the
opioid and heroin epidemic. In the U.S. we
lose 129 lives per day to opioid and heroin
overdose. In my home state of New Hamp-
shire | have learned so many heartbreaking
stories of great people and families who have
suffered from the effects of substance use dis-
order.

Earlier this year, my colleagues and | were
joined by many of these courageous families
who came to Washington to share their stories
with Members of Congress and push for ac-
tion that will prevent overdoses and save lives.
Since then, we passed both the Comprehen-
sive Addiction and Recovery Act and the 21st
Century Cures Act to provide much needed
funding and critical policy changes to fight this
epidemic.

The advocacy of these families truly is so
important to leading change in Washington
and | am proud to preserve their stories.

ZACHARY ‘‘ZACH’’ LEN—BRIDGEWATER, NEW

JERSEY

Zach was born on April 20, 1989. He grew up
in the ice rink—he started skating at four
and never stopped. Zach had a way about
him, always smiling and laughing. He was al-
ways quiet and shy at first but once he was
comfortable he would open up. When Zach
went to college, he started to dabble with
prescription pills. Zach did a great job hiding
his addiction from the world. Eventually, it
became clear that he had a problem, and
that it was out of control. That is when the
cycle of detox and enrollment in treatment
centers began. This vicious cycle would take
place every couple of months; Zach would be
sober for some time, relapse, then start the
cycle all over again.

Zach and his sister’s relationship became
very rocky during the three years prior to
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his death. She could read Zach like a book
and he knew that. When Zach would use he
would stay as far away from his sister as pos-
sible and, when he was sober, it was like
learning to love a new person. “I couldn’t
stand being around him when he was using,”’
writes his sister. ‘“‘He was nasty and argu-
mentative. I would have done anything in
my power to take this burden away from
Zach, but he was the only one who had the
power to change and overcome his struggles.
And he tried. He tried so hard.”

Zach touched many lives with his strength,
determination, courage, and compassion.
Zach was an amazing chef, and was able to
make anyone laugh. He loved his friends
more than anything else and would do any-
thing for them. Everyone wanted the same
thing for Zach: they wanted him to be happy
and sober, but most of all they wanted Zach
to stay alive. Zach was a free spirit and
wasn’t afraid to be who he was. He loved
going to shows with his friends, and sup-
porting their bands. He would even make
them continue to jam when everyone else
was done. Zach would dance this dorky silly
dance, smile, and enjoy life. He never seemed
to worry about what the next day would
bring.

But things are not always as they seem.
Zach was ashamed of his addiction; he kept
it very private and vary rarely would ask for
help—he wanted to keep his closest friends
out of that part of his life.

“It will be three years on January 28, 2017,
and the pain doesn’t seem to ever go away,”
writes his sister. ‘“All of us—me, my parents,
and Zach’s friends are still learning to live
this ‘new normal’ life, a life without Zach.”

“On that cold Tuesday, we lost a son, a
grandson, a brother, a nephew, a cousin, a
best friend. I will never get to go to a New
York Ranger game like we always talked
about, or a Dave Matthews concert. So many
things we had always talked about, that now
I will experience by myself for the both of
us.”

“I’'m so thankful for all the times we
shared and all of the memories we made as
kids and as adults. I will treasure them al-
ways. They are frozen in time in my mind.
Images of Zach at happier times is the way
I want to remember him. They say a picture
is worth a thousand words, and I couldn’t
agree more.”’

DANIEL AARON LUCEWICH—PERTH AMBOY,

NEW JERSEY

Daniel was considered the Golden Boy in
his family. He had a high IQ and was loved
by all of his teachers. Growing up, Daniel
worked for his aunt and uncle at the family
restaurant, Peter Pank; he was often re-
ferred to as the ‘‘Prince of the Pank.”

Daniel cherished the holidays and every-
thing they were about—especially how it
brought his extended family together. Dur-
ing the holidays, Daniel would put up all the
outdoor decorations—his family even won a
place in our township’s holiday decorating
contests for several years. From the age of
ten, Daniel was well known within his family
for being extremely skilled at assembling
anything; he could put things together with-
out the instructions.

Daniel loved surfing. He and his friends
would surf off the inlet near Point Pleasant.
He also enjoyed bowling and golfing with his
uncle and hanging with his cousins playing
cards. However, Daniel’s most passionate
hobby was buying cars and fixing them up.

Daniel was always there for his friends. He
was the person they called when they needed
a hand moving, painting an apartment, or
even changing a flat tire at three in the
morning. Daniel truly had a heart of gold. He
1lit up a room just by walking into one. Dan-
iel loved his two sisters Fallon and Katie and
his older brother Christopher.
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